
Public Humanities Speaker Series events are free and open to the public and the venue is physically 

accessible. Please contact dreshercenter@umbc.edu with any accommodations requests.

APRIL  9  |  11 :30AM -1PM  |  A .O .K .  LIBRARY  GALLERY

PUBLIC  HUMANITIES  SPEAKER  SERIES

BUILDING COMMUNITY THROUGH 
BALTIMORE’S REFUGEE AND 
IMMIGRANT FOODWAYS

The Mera Kitchen Collective is a community-driven, 

food-based cooperative focused on empowerment of 

refugee and immigrant women. Members of the 

Baltimore-based collective will talk about their work 

with refugee and immigrant chefs. Aishah Alfadhalah 

will discuss the organization’s foundations and explore 

the importance of storytelling and foodways for new 

refugee and immigrant communities. Following the 

talk, Chef Iman Alshehab will feature Syrian appetizers 

and a cooking demonstration.

EATING SHAWARMA AND 
SAMOSAS:

Sponsored by the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences; the Public Humanities Minor; the Orser 

Center in the UMBC Department of American Studies; the Dresher Center for the Humanities; and Campus 

Life's Mosaic, Interfaith Center & Queer Student Lounge


